RESOLUTION NO. 2020-3a-CM
RENEWAL OF SYRINGE EXCHANGE PROGRAM
(Two Years)

WHEREAS, the Tippecanoe County Health Department is a “local health department”
established under IC 16-20 and within the meaning of IC 16-41-7.6-1;
WHEREAS, under IC 16-20-2-2(b) and (c), the executive of Tippecanoe County was
authorized to establish and maintain one local health department having countywide jurisdiction
and the executive of Tippecanoe County is authorized to adopt health ordinances that apply to the
entire County.
WHEREAS, on October 10, 2016, the Tippecanoe County Health Department declared,

in a manner consistent with IC 16-41-7.5-5(1) that there is an epidemic of Hepatitis C in
Tippecanoe County, that the primary mode of transmission is through intravenous drug use, and
that a syringe exchange program is medically appropriate as part of a comprehensive public
health response to this epidemic.
WHEREAS, the Tippecanoe County Board of Commissioners conducted a public hearing
on November 21, 2016, on the Health Department declaration and public testimony was
permitted at the hearing.
WHEREAS, following the public hearing, on November 21, 2016, the Board of

Commissioners passed Resolution 2016-32-CM, adopting the declarations of the Tippecanoe
County Board of Health, approving the operation of a syringe exchange program, and sending
notiﬁcation of that action to the Indiana State Department of Health with a request that the
Commissioner declare a public health emergency.
WHEREAS, the Indiana State Department of Health declared a public health emergency
on behalf Tippecanoe County to include the period of December 15, 2016, through December 14,
20 1 7.
WHEREAS, on December 4, 2017, following a public hearing that included additional

information from the health ofﬁcer and members of the public, the Board of Commissioners
adopted Resolution 2017 -35-CM continuing the syringe exchange program under IC 16-41-7.51 1 through December 14, 2018; and
WHEREAS, on the 3rd day of December, 2018, the Board of Commissioners conducted

another public hearing and it appears the Syringe Exchange Program has been effective in
reducing the transmission of Hepatitis C but the need for the program continue, the Board of
Commissioners adopted Resolution 2018-35-CM continuing the syringe exchange program under
IC l6-41-7.5-11 through December 13, 2020; and
WHEREAS, on the 25th day of November, 2020, the Board of Commissioners conducted

another public hearing and it appears the Syringe ExchangeProgram has been effective in
reducing the transmission of Hepatitis C but the need for the program continues, the Board of
Commissioner has determined that the Syringe Exchange Program should be continued.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, pursuant to IC 16-41-7.5-11(b)(2), the
Tippecanoe County Board of Commissioners hereby renews Tippecanoe County’s syringe
exchange program for a period of not more than two years for a period beginning December 13,
2020, and ending December 13, 2022. Notiﬁcation of this renewal shall be transmitted to the

State Health Commissioner pursuant to IC 16-41-7.5-1 1(c)(1).

Duly adopted this 95‘“ day of N93,: mbeE , 2020.
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On Thursday December 15m, 2016 the Indiana State Depmtment of Health Commissioner declared a
public health emergency for Tippecanoe County, Indiana. The public health emergency declaration
exists to enable the Tippecanoe County Health Deparhnent (TCHD) and other critical community
paItners to address public health issues stemming ﬁ‘om an almming increase in the amount of
documented Hepatitis C cases in Tippecanoe County from 2014 to 2015, likely as the result of
intravenous drug use within the community.
Tippecanoe County Health Deparhnent (TCHD) Emergency Response Team (ERT) has activated a
limited internal Incident Command to facilitate coordination and management of the Tippecanoe
County Gateway of Hope. Gateway to Hope is the program the TCHD will utilize to facilitate
prevention, mitigation, response and recovery operations pertaining to this declared public health
emergency. Critical components of Gateway to Hope are: syringe exchange services, Hepatitis C and
HIV testing services, substance abuse cdunseling/treatment services, mental health services, social

services, health care services (e.g., wound care, etc...) and insurance navigation services. Gateway of
Hope aims to lower the cases of Hepatitis C and intravenous drug use within the community.

ALL DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE HANDLED WITH THE MOST DILLIGENT
CONFIDENTIALITY. THEY ARE NOT TO BE SHARED OR DISSEMINATED IN ANY
FORM OUTSIDE OF APPROVED AGENICES WITHOUT THE EXPRESS CONSET OF THE
INCIDNET COMMAND AND PLANNING SECTION CHIEF.
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Eric J. Holcomb

Depazlémont

Governor
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Kristina M. Box. MD. FACOG
State Health Commissioner

November 5, 2020

Tippecanoe County Commissioners
20 North 3rd Street, 1St Floor
Lafayette, |N47901

Dear Tippecanoe County Commissioners:
On behalf of the Indiana Department of Health, I am pleased to support the Tippecanoe County
Health Department’s request for a two-year extension of its syringe service program (SSP). While
the current syringe service program law is set to sunset on July 1, 2021, the Indiana legislature is
anticipated to revisit the law during the upcoming session.

The Tippecanoe County Health Department’s SSP, ”Gateway to Hope”, has been, and continues
to be, a critical partner in the provision of harm reduction services in Indiana. Gateway to Hope
provides critical services based upon evidence—informed best practice models of care to effectively
prevent new cases of HIV, hepatitis C (HCV), and other infections among people who use
substances. The Gateway to Hope program embodies its name by providing access to a full range
of services and referrals to support the overall health of community members. In addition to
lifesaving harm reduction supplies, the program also provides an access point for medical care,
mental health and substance use disorder services, peer recovery coaching, adult immunizations,
HIV, HCV, and STD testing, food, clothing, housing, transportation, and severai other services. The

Gateway to Hope program is an invaluable resource to your community.
The lndiana Department of Health Harm Reduction Program has and will continue to support
harm reduction services; HIV, viral hepatitis, and STD education and testing; and supportive
services to all citizens of the state, including Tippecanoe County.
The Indiana Department of Health looks Pforward to our continued support and partnership with
Tippecanoe County and other communities working to support the overall health of its citizens.
Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support.
Sincerely,

, . m W. ac

Kristina M ox, MD, FACOG
State Health Commissioner

To promote. protect. and improve the health and safety of all Hoosiers.

