WAYS TO REDUCE
WATER POLLUTION

Water Wisely
Water in the early morning so the
cut grass can retain the moisture.
Lawns generally require one inch
of water per week. Use a rain
gauge to determine how much (if
any) extra water your lawn needs
between rainfalls. Avoid using a
sprinkler on hard surfaces.

The Tippecanoe County Partnership
for Water Quality seeks to partner with
local, state, and federal government
and other stakeholders to provide
quality of life and protection of health,
environment, and economy that
citizens desire and deserve as they
serve as stewards of natural resources,
system infrastructure, and public
funds while solving stormwater and
water quality issues.
The Partnership is made up of the
following entities:

Mulch or Compost
Yard Waste
Mulch your grass clippings and
leave them on your lawn; it's the
same as applying a round of
fertilizer. You can mulch leaves
and leave them on your lawn as
long as it doesn't cover up 50
percent of the grass. Put excess
mulch in a compost bin.

Tippecanoe County
City of Lafayette
City of West Lafayette
Purdue University
Town of Battle Ground
Town of Dayton
Ivy Tech Lafayette

www.tcpwq.org
765-423-9228

GREEN LAWN,
CLEAN WATER
Lawncare tips to keep your yard
healthy and prevent polluted
runoff.

From Your Yard to
the River
Your lawn can either be a source
of water pollution or a buffer to
protect against it.

Fertilize Smart
If you choose to use fertilizer, the
fall is the time of year it is most
effective.
Apply
the
amount
directed, and use only zerophosphorus fertilizers. Sweep up
any excess that falls on hard
surfaces. Aerating your yard in the
fall will strengthen it naturally.

Did You Know?
Poor lawn care practices create
pollution in our waterways? Grass
clippings, leaves, fertilizer, and
other pollutants can wash into the
streets, through the storm drains,
and into nearby water bodies.

WAYS TO REDUCE
WATER POLLUTION

Mow High
Set your lawn mower at a height
of three inches or greater to
produce denser, healthier grass
that is more resistant to weeds,
drought, and erosion. It will also
help trap pollutants that would
otherwise find their way into
storm drains.

Cut 1/3 or Less
Beautify Your Yard
Pick up pet waste to prevent
lawn burns and keep bacteria
out of storm drains
Replace turf grass with native
perennial plants to support
wildlife
Install a rain garden to capture
stormwater runoff
Wash vehicles at a commercial
carwash or on your lawn
Install a rain barrel to capture
stormwater for irrigation
Point your downspouts away
from hard surfaces

When you mow, cut no more
than 1/3 of the length of the
grass blade.

Keep Blades Sharp
Keeping your mower blades sharp
will keep your lawn healthy and
help your mower run more
effectively. Most hardware stores
sharpen mower blades for a small
fee.

