Pet Waste Facts
Dog waste left on lawns, curbs,
sidewalks, and streets wash into local
waterways either directly or through
the storm sewer during a rainstorm.
When pet waste ends up in water
bodies, it decomposes, releasing
nutrients that cause excessive growth
of algae and weeds.
Nutrients from pet waste can make
water murky, green, smelly, and even
unusable for swimming, boating, or
fishing.
Dog waste contains harmful bacteria
and should not be used as fertilizer.
Flies and other insects can increase
when pet waste is left in the yard.
While it may look like pet waste washes
away
over
time,
harmful
microorganisms can survive in your
yard for up to four years if not picked
up.
Avoid letting your dog do their
business within 200 feet of a water
body.

The Tippecanoe County Partnership for
Water Quality seeks to partner with local,
state, and federal government and other
stakeholders to provide quality of life and
protection of health, environment, and
economy that citizens desire and deserve
as they serve as stewards of natural
resources, system infrastructure, and
public funds while solving stormwater and
water quality issues.
The Partnership is made up of the
following entities:

Tippecanoe County
City of Lafayette
City of West Lafayette
Purdue University
Town of Battle Ground
Town of Dayton
Ivy Tech Lafayette

www.tcpwq.org
765-423-9228

Pet Waste
& Water
Quality

Every time it rains...
There is a chance for thousands of
pounds of pet waste to be washed
from yards and sidewalks into the
storm sewer.

Pet Waste May
Affect Your Health
Pet waste contains bacteria and
pathogens that can spread diseases
to both pets and humans.

The polluted water eventually makes its way
to nearby ponds, streams, and rivers.

How to Help
Protect water quality and
the health of people and
pets
throughout
the
neighborhood!

Impacts associated with pet waste include:

Secure the waste in a bag and throw it
in the trash.

Increased
loading
of
nitrogen
and
phosphorus that can lead to excess weed
and algae growth in the water.

Waste can be flushed down the toilet if
you are served by a sanitary sewer.

Increased organic matter which when it
decays, can reduce oxygen that fish and
other aquatic life need

If you have a septic system, it's best to
dispose of pet waste in the trash.
Always carry baggies for your pet.

Increased loading of bacteria and pathogens
that can make people and other pets sick

When available, use pet waste stations
provided by local communities and
parks.

Some diseases that can be spread through pet
waste are:
Campylobacteriosis: a bacterial infection
causing diarrhea in humans
Giardiasis: a protozoan infection causing
diarrhea, cramping, and fatigue
Salmonellosis: a bacterial infection causing
fever, muscle aches, headaches, vomiting, and
diarrhea
Toxocariasis: a parasitic infection causing
cough, fever, vision loss, and rash

Check for pet
waste stations at
local dog parks.

