REGULAR MEETING OF THE TIPPECANOE COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD HELD JULY 2, 1975
The regular monthly meeting of the Tippecanoe County Drainage Board was held in the County Council
Room of the Tippecanoe County Court House on Wednesday, July 2nd, 1975 with the following members
present: Bruce Osborn, William Vanderveen, Fred Hoffman, Robert L. Martin and Gladys Ridder.
Minutes
Approved

Upon the reading of the minutes of the special called meeting held on June 13th, 1975, Bruce Osborn
moved the minutes be approved as read. The motion was seconded by William Vanderveen. The following
two letters are the result of that meeting:
Lafayette, Indiana
June 17, 1975
Dear Landowner;

RE: S. W. Elliott Ditch

This report is to inform you as an interested landowner on that part of the S. W.
Elliott ditch which is the main tile branch, that after hearing testimony and seeing evidence
that there is a real need to take steps to eliminate the pond on Richard H. Smith's property and
after due consideration it was reco~mended to the Drainage Board by the County Surveyor that the
tile portion of the main ditch be changed in classification from one in need of periodic maintenance to one in need or reconstruction.
It should be made into an open ditch rather than tile. If this should be done the
costs of reconstruction would be based on an assessment determined by benefits and damages to the
various tracts involved.
Should you have any questions concerning this, please feel free to call or write the
Tippecanoe County Surveyor.
Sincerely,
lsI

Lafayette, Indiana
June 17, 1975

Robert L. Martin, L. S.
Tippecanoe County Surveyor

RE: 'Ilgenfritz ditch
Dear Landowner;
I am writing this letter in order that you may be informed as to the action taken
by the Tippecanoe County Drainage Board at the meeting held on June 13, 1975.
It was brought out at the meeting that to perform any kind of maintenance at this
time on the outlet of the Ilgenfritz ditch would most likely do some damage to properties located
further downstream, especially those properties located on the Dismal Creek Ditch.
Since Dismal Creek Ditch is not presently established as a part of the legal drainage'system of Tippecanoe County it was recommended that those owners affected by it's condition
take steps to have it established as part of the legal system; Until this situation is taken care
of, I will not undertake any c1eani ng or deepeni ng of the Il genfritz Di tch. If you have any questions regarding this, please feel free to call the Tippecanoe County Surveyor's Office.
Si ncerely,
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The following letter was received from Dr. Andrew B. Schilling, P.P.:

The County Drainage Board
County Courthouse
Lafayette, Indiana 47901

May 23, 1975
Ref. No. 384-75

RE: Review and comments on the proposed Acres-O-Lake Campground Project.
Gentlemen:
Enclosed kindly find one copy of a site plan in connection with the above referenced project.
This office is respectfully requesting your three member ~oard ~s to reviewing, evaluating,
and commenting on the drainage and sewerage aspects of thlS proJect.
The proposed campgrounds are planned at the intersection of Interstate 65 w~th S~ate Road ~8
in Tippecanoe County abutting the Western Pancake House and a number of resldentlal homes ln
the area. Dr. Carr, a dentist who is one of the abutting owners ~as.stated repeat~dly both
at the rezoning public hearing held by APC and the Board of C?mmlS~loners,.that hlS property
has been flooded by the placing of the Western Pancake House ln thlS locatlon. Furthermo~e,
the APC Executive Director has spotted at the time of his site inspection traces of septlc
tank overflow in this project area.
Kindly review and report on this project prior to the June public hearing to be held by APC.
Very truly yours,
Is/

Dr. Andrew B. Schilling, P.P.
Executive Director

ABSlssh

The Board's reply to above letter follows:
Lafayette, Indiana
July 2, 1975
Dr. Andrew B. Schilling, P.P.
Executive Director
Area Plan Commission
Tippecanoe County, Indiana

RE: Acres-O-Lake

Dear Si r:
The Tippecanoe County Drainage Board reviewed the site plan, as submitted, for the
above project at it's regular meeting, held on July 2, 1975.
It was determined that the surface water treatment would be adequate for this type of
development. Any review of the sewage aspect would necessarily be the responsibility of the
Board of Health, therefore, this approval shall be for the surface water plan only.
Sincerely,

lsi

Robert L. Martin, L.S.
Tippecanoe County Surveyor

RLMlgr

Don Snyder, Clinton County Surveyor, Carroll Beeson, Montgomery Co. Surveyor together with
Ellsworth Biesecker, Clyde C. Johnson, Frank Pletch, Clinton Co. Commissioners and Sam Boots,
Don Yundt, Montgomery Co. Commissioners met with our Board to discuss the reconstruction of a
part of the John McLaughlin ditch. Arthur Waddell was also present at the meeting.
Informal
J. McLaughlin
drain
joint meeting

Mr. Snyder spoke for the many landowners of Clinton County who are in the watershed area of the
tile portion of the McLaughlin drain. He said they were very much in need of a maintenance fund
for the tile had many blow-ups. He satd in their county one of the tile branches was referred
to as the W. M. Milner ditch. The County Attorney said to set upcca maintenance on that branch
with the information given to those people that when the McLaughlin ditch is reconstructed that
they will also be assessed on the main ditch.
Mr. Beeson said they had been so busy and were still not in position to set up a reconstruction
or maintenance hearing on the McLaughlin ditch. Because the majority of the McLaughlin ditch is
in Montgomery County, Mr. Beeson would have to be the ex-officio member of the joint Board and
pretty mu~h inform the rest of the Board when and what he planned to do. He could also delegate
the work load to other members of the Board. Because Mr. Martin is a registered surveyor he
would do the engineering field work with Mr. Snyder assisting him. Mr. Beeson did not feel that
he had the time to give to this project as yet.
The law states that the president of the various boards appoint one member to serve on the joint
board. Mr. Bruce Osborn will serve from Tippecanoe County, Ellsworth Biesecker will serve from
Clinton County as Chairman of the Joint Board and Sam Boots from Montgomery County will serve
on the Bo~rd and also as Secret~r1 to the Board. Mr. Osborn moved th~t Mr. Btesecker m~ke a
fe9,si,btli, t 1 stud1 and an would go from there. Mr. Osborn moved that the meeting adjourn-and the
B&tj,Q-'lJi~.s_~~onc;l~9 &Jii1l ~J1!rjgerYeen.~ -
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Chas. Kemmer (see below)
(absent)

ATTE~T:

ei6dclV &d!bU
Judge
Kemmer

Judge Charles Kemmer appeared before the Board to request a waiver of the 75 foot easement on
a tract of land in the Lydia Hopper Legal Drain watershed area. He asked the Surveyor if he
would go to the site of the land his client wanted to purchase and help determine if the request would be necessary. The Board said when all of the information was gathered to come back
and then the decision could be made. Mr. Kemmer will be placed on the agenda for the August
6th, 1975 meeting.

REGULAR MEETING OF
TIPPECANOE COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
MARCH 7, 1984
The Tippecanoe County Drainage Board met in regular session Wednesday, March 7, 1984, at 8:30 a.m.
in the Community Room of the Tippecanoe County Office Building.
In Attendance: Bruce Osborn, Chairman, Eugene Moore and Sue Reser~ Boardmembers, Michael Spencer, Surveyor,
Dan Ruth, County Highway Engineer, Fred Hoffman, Attorney, GeorfJe Schul te, Engineer, and Maralyn D.
Turner, Secretary.
I

Tile Bids - 1984

Mike Spencer made recommendation to accept both tile bids for 1984 previously submitted by Economy
Tile Company, P.O.Box 157, Economy, In 47339, and from Reed's Quality Tile Company, 10 West Hoop
street, Flora,In 46929, motion made by Eugene Moore to accept both bids, seconded by Bruce Osborn.
The Tippecanoe County Drainage Board unanimously approved the motion.
II

LOCKWOOD III
LockwoodIIl
Robert Grove, representing Tippecanoe Builders requested final approval on revised final drainage

plan.
Major Changes:

Storm Event and Lockwood Drive CuI vert

Mr. Grove stated that old plan was based on 100 year storm event, would like to base new plan on 50
year storm event, changing anticendant moisture condition from 3 to 2. Mr. Grove purposed to use existing
pipe and add 48" pipe beside it. Mr. Schulte agreed with quanity run off, but feels a 54" diameter
pipe size would carry the run off, reason would be better maintenance and long term performance.
Mike Spencer agreed to 1 - 54" diameter pipe. Dan Ruth stated: It isn't standard practice to use two
different pipe sizes, feels he is not in position yet to make a decision, needs more information on subject.
George Schulte recommended removal of small pipe, pipe can be salavaged without any problem and used
elsewhere. Mr. Grove ask acceptance of 50 year criterion design, George said ordinance calls for 50 year
design and normally a designer should check for 100 year to see what it does to local area and difference
between 100 year high water and the house pad elivation, safety valves should be here. Chris Kovich
asked who was going to pay for the removal of the pipe? Pipe was put in by developer, much discussion
was given to who the 18" pipe belongs to, since it is County right of way, replacing with a different
pipe size makes different condition. Mr. Kovich said, "if the County can use pipe elsewhere, fine", or
i f county will reaffirm what was state in letter. Mr. Bruce Osborn read letter dated November 22, 1983
Gentlemen:
This is to advise that Tippecanoe County Highway Department will assist in the purchasing and
installation of Structure # 2 as shown on the construction plans of Lockwood Subdivision, Part 3.
Said Structure # 2 is in Lockwood Part 2 and consists of 90" of 54" C.M.P.
The County will pay $2,500.00 and replace the asphalt base and surface where siad pips is placed.
Signed by, Bruce V. Osborn, President, Board of Commissioners of the County of Tippecanoe.
Gene Moore ask i f changing pipe size would save builders lots. George Schulte answered question,
that this would save buildrs lots, reason for replacing the existing eighteen inch (18"1 pipe is to

Letter to
Tippecanoe
Builders
'
Lockwood'

02
provide a positive outlet cap~ble of p~s~ing the runoff from 100 year storm event from land upstream
(offsite), as well a~ to prov~de a pos~t~ve outlet from land owned by the builders. By replacing the
eighteen inch pipe w~th a larger pipe Tippecanoe Builders gave up only one lot instead of three or four
lots as originally planned to meet the drainage ordinance requirements. After much discussion
Tippecanoe Bulders are willing to go along with design and the County agreement. County will accept
18" pipe, pay the builder $2,500.00 and replace the asphalt base and surface.
kbord

_~_ZI

Blackbird Pond - Robert Grove Representing John Smith Developer

Property is located west of West Lafayette, Indiana, between Lindbergh Rd and McCormick Road
west ,of Ch~rry Lane. The site contains 80 acres which is proposed for residential planned development.
An ~mperv~ous surface ratio of 45 percent is usallly used and acceptable with Area Plan Commission.
Site contains an existing eight acre pond. This pond receives runoff from approximately 300 Acres
including the 80 Acre site the major portion of the upstream watershed is in agricultural use. The
80 Acres site is also in agricultural use at this time, runoff from this upstream area is conveyed
to the site under Linbergh Road by two culverts; as 60 inch and 15 inch. The soils in this water shed
range from carlisle muck near the pond to a well drained russell silt loam in the north portion of
the watershed. The topography is near flat to slightly sloping with an overall difference in
elevation in the watershed of 31 foot in 5,000 foot. The area is slow draining with a time concentration
of one hour used for the upstream 225 acres. The existing pond is now drained to the southwest u~der
McCormick Rd;. 'tbroizgh.~ 24 inch cO!7:rugateaifz~£ta(pipe; This pipe is almostentirelg 15J:ocked.' Tbs:r~ore,
l.tis no1; ,uncodli;rin .;Eot.- ~7a'ter . tc ' oVcJ.c'f~;j·<!;.'id"i;ffYitiick .pd aLthe discharge· pipe; -The:di£ference in
'elevation between the Proposed Diii:ln<i.ge'Pls,fl'-consists of piping stoTmwateY'fr6m. the 80 Acres
'gevelopmellt for 10-YEfa'r, one-ho.".,L' s-tbrfr/ to the 'exis;/:.ifig -pond, .pllJ,$' 'piping and chimnelingthe' 50 year
sto.rm ""l['o£f r.orth of' Lindbergh Road through"Efie development to the pond_. 7rj,eol,ly rriod-jficatibn
proposed for the pond is to clean rut the eXistiilg 24 "iLischarc;e pipe under_McCormick: Rd. The f;xistJ,ng
j/ond'prcw.ides ~ large amount' afstora:ge,-thisbe;ir.g -th-e basis of complete(..run off,. effe.qt"on..tlJEi pond.
If 24" 'culvert were cieaned out the invert of culvert is elivation of 669, difference between the depth
of water as result of the development the elevation raised 3.6". Mr. Robert Grove ask the Drainage Board
to waive the following requirements as stated in Drainage Ordinance.
1. Since the pond in its natural condition supports fish, we are requesting that the ten foot
depth requirement be waived.
2. Request that the natural slopes be accepted as stable.
3. Since the natural pond bottom and adjacent shoreline have a low gradient, request that the
safety and maintenance ledge requirement be waived. We are proposing to provide a surface treatment such
as stone from the permanent pool elevation to at least the 100 year storm high water elevation.
4. Since the pond now receives runoff from over 300 Acres, it is very unlikely that the pond
would dry up. We are requesting that the means of maintaining the designed water level during prolonged
dry periods be waived.
5. Since the pond is not man-made, it does not drain naturally. The only way to empty the pond
would be by pumping over an extended period of time. We are requesting that the requirements for
auxiliary means of draining the pond be waived.
6. Since the pond surface area is in excess of eight acres, natural aeration occurs which is
evident from the existing aqutic life, thereforewe are requesting that the aeration facilities requirement
be waived.
Mr. John Leitner whose property is south of the proposed 80 Acres development was present and
pointed out that drainage from the Purdue dairy farm property comes around and gets into pond, not
sure aE/ount of flow. Mr. Leitner would like to keep tile size the same (24") and requested to have
Purdue clean their ditch, doing this would permit an even flow out of the pond and across his property.
Drainage Board requested time to study the Drainage Ordinance before taking action. Things to be
left open - Size of pipe, (may want to change from 24" to 36",) would be up to the developer that there
is a good positive outlet downstream to get rid of the water. Board will take letter of 7 points under
advisen~nt and get back with the developer.
'wood
t Part

IV

Final approval has been reviewed by Uike Spencer and George Schulte.
Major Changes:
Revisions made in overall drainage plan, detention plan based on new 100 year flood elevation
616 from Department of Natural Resources.
Pipe under Strawsma drive problem with side ditch on east side of 400 E. pipes are undersized.
George Schulte recommended it should carry a 25 year storm event. 40 Acres can get into ditch designed
with 65 c.f.s. Water goes North to Railroad tracks and east across gulley. Developer Galema &
Strawsma. Property south of development is the problem. Drainage from the South through waterway
was cut off with the First or Second section of subdivision. Uaintenance of basin is a concern.
Galema & Stawsma are willing to work with board for legal drain easement, put ,an access road (gravel to
outEet structure.) Creek or stream that runs through development is extension of Crist Fassnacht
ditch. Fassnacht ditch a tile ditchstops on Richard Harlow property on 500 E. south of 300 N. Mr.
Hoffman asked if Fassnacht ditch was big enough to handle another legal ditch, this being one mile
west and downstream from Fassnacht tile outlet. Developers are purposing to make legal drain within the
Subdivision, giving county the right to gain and maintain basin and storm drainage structures.
Developers must petition for a legal drain. Watershed would be Subdivision. Discussion of drainage
problems which were created back 15 years with First SUbdivion. Some of the area runs off directly,
most of it is piped directly to the basin which requires 6" orfice plate to meet requirements, would
like to crank it up to 8" the net discharge 2 c.f.s. George Schulte recommended 8". There being
nJany problems, after much discussion board advised Mr. Grove to conduct further study on project and
get back with board in two(2) weeks.

I

berry

wil10wood East Part III

V

lopment

Woodberry - Plan Development
Mr. Hoffman asked to be excused since he had worked with Ur. Uoore on this project.
Mr. Grove requested final approval. These items are to be taken care of before final approval
will be given.
1. Detention basin to be made a legal drain.
2. Revised easement is wider on upper detention basin.
3. Show that he has increased storage volume by 6%.
4. Need calculations and report sealed by Personal Engineer and Registered Land Suveyor.
5. Show detention storage data on plans.
6. Index to plans.
Woodbury Plan Development approval contingent of the 6 items being changed to Drainage Board
satisfaction.
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VI

Hearing on Dismal, Ilgenfritz, and Luther Lucas Ditches

)ismal,
-llgenfritz
,uther Lucas
)itches

Dismal
Ilgenfritz
Luther
Lucas
Ditches

Mr. Bruce Osborn read items to be considered in the Hearing:
1.
2.
3.

Hear a Petition to establish the Dismal Creek as/,;j; Legal Drain.
Establish a maintenance fund for the Dismal Creek.
Combine the above noted drains into a single drainage system.

Names of those landowners at the meeting. H. LeRoy Moor, Woodberry Plan Development,James VaNess,
Lafayette Engineers, Thelma Clearwater, Patricia L. House, Florence Moore, John C. Rice, Robert McCabe,
Alan Kemper, Ralph Jackson, Lafayette, National Bank, Farm Manager, reprsenting the Robert Wallace farm,
Mary L. Kerkhoff, Robert C. Lahrman,Raul L. Hamman, P.O.A. representing Helen F. Kepner, Klaus &
Martha Peters, Cathy Blue, Marjorie E. Phillips, Mrs. Charles l1cDonald, Duane l1cDon<J.ld, Weldon E. Vaughn,
Agnes Vaughan, Louis P. Vaughan, Harold Boesch, Tom Sosbe, Ram Cloyd, and Jim Cloyd.
Mr. Hoffman, Attorney read petition:
etition:
'ismal Creek

IN THE MATTER OF THE DISMAL CREEK
IN THE HATTER OF
THE DISMAL CREEK DRAIN PETITION
Robert Lahrman, petitioner, by his counsel, David A. Rosenthal of Rosenthal, Greives & O'Bryan
and the undersigned petitioners are each qualified to file this petition, pursuant to LC. 36-9-27-54
to establish a new regulated drain known as the Dismal Ditch which is now the existing Dismal Creek
which runs from U.S.52 to the Wea Creek, entirely in Tippecanoe.
That the area affected by such drain is set forth on the map attached hereto.
That in the opinion of petitioners the proposed drain will;
(1) improve the public health;
(2) benefit a public highway in a county or a public street in a municipality;
(3) drain the gounds of a public school; or
(4) be of public utility as follows:
(a) to prevent serious erosion to valuable farm land;
(b) better drainage for tiled land which have outlets below ditch level;
(c) better maintenance for the ditch which has been neglected in the past;
(d) To establish a maintenance fund to correct any problems that m<J.Y arise.
Th<J.t in the opinion of petitioners the costs, damages, and expenses of the proposed drain will be
less than the benefits accruing to the owners of land likely to be benefited by the drain.
It is understood that the petitioner shall pay the cost of notice and all legal costs, if the petition
is dismissed. Signed by the following Landowners. Steven R. Hankins, Ray Jackson das Harold Boesch!s
petition, Robert Kochert, Donald L. Hankins, Louis R. Vaughan, RobertL. Peabody, Robert McCabe,
Ruth V.Stewart, Hary Louise Kerkhoff, Kenny Farms, Inc., Charles I, Kenny,Jr., Thom<J.s Price,Harold Boesch,
Weldon E. Vaughn, Florence K, Moore, Betty Peabody, Agnes l1arie Vaughan, -John L. Miller, James J.
Pilotte, Larry A. Schultz, Vincent Hatke, Willi<J.m R. Yost, Ruhl Robbins, Dan Dexter, H. Kenneth Hart,
Karen Mellady, Lloyd J. Fidler.
Copy of letter of those who remonstrated.

Petition
Dismal
Creek

Letters of
Remonstra~

February 16, 1984
IN THE MATTER OF THE FOLLOWING DITCHES OR DRAINS Dismal Creek, George Ilgenfritz, Luth Lucas
Gentlemen:
Reference is made to your Notice of Hearing dated January 20, 1984 addressed to Elias McCoy, 6423 S.
300 E., Lafayette, Indiana, indicating that 132 Acres located in Section 26, Township 22, Range 4,
in the name of Elias HcCoy is located in the watershed of one of the above ditches or drains and is
subject to assessment for maintenance costs.
Elias McCoy is now deceased. Keltie McCoy Pendleton is the executrix of his estate and is the
sole heir who is now the owner of the land described within the proposed Dismal Creek Legal Drain for
the reason that the land described in the Notice is not in the Dismal Creek watershed but is on the
Wea Creek watershed. All surface water from the land, and all water flowing through existing tile
from the land, drains into We<J. Creek and not into Dism<J.l Creek.
Since the land in question is not to be benefitted by the proposed Dism<J.l Creek Drain, it is
in<J.ppropri<J.te that it is assessed for m<J.intenance.
Keltie HcCoy Pendleton
Executrix of the Est<J.te of Eli<J.s NcCoy and Landowner
By: P<J.ul D. EW<J.n, her attorney
March 2, 1984
To:

Tippecanoe County Drainage Bo<J.rd

We are the owners of 11 Acres in which the Dismal Ditch runs through<J. portion of
Our objection to this is our concern what_ m<J.Y ga;i.nfr.om,this action. We intend to use
wildlife. And our concern is about any future work to the ditch which may disturb the
We are also interested in what right of ways we maybe subject to in the event any work
We will be in attendance on the hearing date, Narch 7, 1984.
Signed by:

our property.
the l<J.nd for
trees and wildlife.
is ever to be done.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Sosbe

February 27, 1984
Tippecanoe County Drain<J.ge Board
Dear Sirs:
This letter is in reference to the S E ~ N W ~ of Sec 28, Twp.22, Range 3.
I <J.m objecting to my land being p1<J.ced in the Dismal Creek w<J.tershed. I h<J.ve never seen the 40
Acres in question drain South or West. It was tiled in 1910 C<J.pproximately) into the Hopper Ditch
that W<J.S never put under <J.ssessment by the Tippec<J.noe County Dr<J.in<J.ge BO<J.rd. The 40 Acre tract W<J.S
owned in the early 1900's by a woman named Hopper.
About 4 or 5 ye<J.rs ago, I retiled this 40 <J.cre tract and hooked into the existing Hopper Ditch M<J.in.
This M<J.in goes north and e<J.st coming out on Wyandotte Road by I -65. For the above reasons, I feel I am
in the Dismal Creek Watershed. I would appreciate your removing this tract (5 E~ of N W ~, Sec. 28
Twp. 22 Range 3) from the assessment and clear up your records.
Sincerely,
Lewis J. Beeler

monee.
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Dismal, Ilgenfrita, and Luther Lucas Ditches Continued.
Letter of
In Favor:

One letter received was in favor and reads as follows:
January 30, 1984
Tippecanoe County Drainage Board
County Office Building
20 N. 3rd St.
Lafayette, In 47901
Attention:

Mike Spencer

Dear Sirs:
I Have received a notice of the meeting to be held regarding work to be done on the ditches in
,'lea Tmmship. Since I am leaving tomorrow to go to Florida,where I expect· to remain until the first of
April, I wish to be recorded as favoring the making of the ditches into a court ditch. The suggested
cost of $1.00 per drained acre seems to be reasonable.
I have 78.6 in fee simple and a life estate in 320 Acres. Robert C. Lahrman farms these acres.
If there is anything else I can do in this cause, please let me know. My Florida address is:
1188 Pomper Lane, Naples, Florida, 33940
Very truly yours,
Ruth V. Stewart
Mike Spencer, County Surveyor, explained the water shed area was taken from a map that the Soil &
Water Conservation had drawn up in 1948 for the Dismal Creek area"hecou];iL'seed'lhere that could be incorrect and ask the landowners who have problems or think their land doesn't drain into the ditch
give their names and address, as soon as the weather permits he will be out in the area, a,nr;'l work with
them as well as go to the Soil Conservation,since they actually had drawn up the map in ~948. soil
Conservation has new aerial phtotgraphs. Mr. Klaus Peters had though his land was out of the a,rea, but
finds that the land is in the area, all his land drains to the west. Mrs. Catherine Blue joins Mr.
Peters. Robert Lahrman reported that as they drove over the area they found alot of land that isn't on
the 1948 map that is in the Dismal Creek ditch area. Mr. Hoffman as the landowners to give their names
and address to Mike Spencer as he requested. Ralph Jackson representing Robert Wallace Farm Sec.19,
Twp. 22, Range 3, containing 76.77 acres is assessedin .both the George Ilgenfritz and the Dismal CreeR
Drainage, he ,requested this to be on record. Alan Kemper feels that ~ of his water goes into Wea Creek,
legal description of property Pt s~ SEJ,r Sec 26,Twp 22 Rge. 4. Forest Johnson said he thinks State
Highway should have more acres, and he should have less acres. Bob McCabe same problem. Mr. Hoffman
pointed out that would be taken out, but would have to check with the Highway. state Highway has 8~
Acres in Dismal Creek, Highfo,ay does have some acreage in Ilgenftiz watershed. Board of Commissioners
41 Acres. Harold Boesch wants acreage checked. Harold Cloyd, Route 3, NorthManchester, Indiana wants
acreage checked. Bruce ask Robert Lahrman to identify acreage that had been misses. Marie Crouse
40 Acres, check neighbor on west side of Crouse,check Kenny Farms on 450 road, ditch drains into
Dismal goes to Road 500. Florence Moore requested her acreage be checked. Mike assured all that
acreage would be checked and changes made accordingly.
Nr. Hoffman, Attorney, Stated: To make a legal drain a petition must be signed by 10% of the acreage
involved or 25 % of assessed valuation. Total acres of the signed petition in favor was 1,596.224.
Total acreage 6,857.154. The petition is good.
Mrs. James Phillips asked about weeds and willows in Ilgenfritz ditch and why Dismal was not a legal
drain even though it has legal drains draining into it? Mr. Hoffman stated you can make anything a legal
drain, unfortunately in the past alot of legal drains were made legal drains that didn't have a positive
outlet, policy of Drainage Board now is to not permit that, they have to drain into the Wea Creek or the
Wabash River so the water can get away, now the board has extended them to get an outlet, this is what
the board has done to get the Dismal a legal drain. Ilgenfritz and Luther Lucas have a positive outlet.
Mr. Robert Lahrman gave an example and ask for verification of an Illegal Drain. ExamJ>le:
People have farmland, they survey it, it would not drain into these ditches, but by installing tile
and running to the ditch getting water out that would not normally run that way. Would this be an
illegal attachment to legal drain? Do they have to get permission to hook onto that? If they do,
aren't they a part of that drain? Mr. Hoffman said, yes. Code specifically says that you can not
attach onto alegal drain without the permission of the Drainage Board. Drainage act went into
affect 1965, wasn't really working till the 1970's.
John Rice ask what benefits were going to be? Mr. Hoffman said he had traveled the ditch with
Mike Spencer, found beaver dams and debris blocking ditches. Mr. Hoffman stated there would be no
benefits till these items were cleaned out. Forest Johnson ask Bruce Osborn if it had been mentioned
that Luther Lucas and Ilgenfritz ditches were in conjunction with Dismal? Answer yes. Luther Lucas
and Ilgenfritz ditches are .legal ditches? Answer yes.. Why hasn't the outlet been cleaned out,
due to the fact that there has been a maintenance fund for these two ditchf"s? Ma·intenance Fund has
legal descriptionrPoint to point, beginning and end ilJ:water shed area',.·py ·Law that'5 only place
money had been spent oD'tlhat particular,ltff.itch. Mr. Forest Johnson ask if any money had been spent and
how does landowner go about maintaining the ditches? Answer to Mr. Johnson's questions. It is up
to the Landowner to notify the Surveyor or Drainage Board of any problems or needs of maintenance to
the ditches.
Mrs. Donald McDonald ask how much of a right-way is Drainage Board requesting? 75' on each side
of ditch. will ditch be straightened? Not under maintenance, maintenance only takes care of what is
there. That would come under reconstruction. Mrs. Blue had questions about checking Widmer ground
she feared lots would drain into her pasture land. Mike to check it out.
Eugene Moore moved the Board establish Dismal as a legal drain and establish a maintenance fund of
$1.00 per acre for the Dismal Creek, seconded by Sue Reser. Unanimously accepted by the Tippecanoe
County Drainage Board.
Bruce Osborn ask that the ditch have a single name.
branches of Ilgenfritz and Luther Lucas.

Ditch will be known as Dismal Creek Ditch with

The proposed assessment is as follows:
PROPOSED ASSESSMENT METHOD TO EQUALIZE ACCOUNTS FOR DRAIN COMBINATION
The Luther Lucas Drain and the George Ilgenfritz Drain are established Legal Drains and have established
maintenance funds with monies previously collected in these funds. The Dismal Creek has no funds. A
method has therefore been proposed to equalize the amount per acre balance of these three accounts over
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over a five year period.
Note: The drain watershed to which your property is being assessed is underlined at the top of your
Hearing Notice.
By difiding the dollar amount in each drain account by the total number of assessed acres in that drain's
watershed, the following balances are derived:
Dismal Creek
$0.00 per acre balance
Luther Lucas
$3.00 per acre balance
George Ilgenfritz
$5.00 per acre balance
To equalize these three account balances, the following is proposed:
Dismal Creek, Landowners in the Dismal Creek watershed will pay assessments ( at the rate of $1.00
per acre) for two (2) consecutive years, reaching a $5.00 per acre balance at the end of this five
year period.
Luther Lucas, Landowners in the Luther Lucas watershed will pay assessments (at the rate of $1.00 per
acre) for two (2) consecutive years, reaching a $5.00 per acre balance. No assessments will be paid for
the remaining three years of the five year period.
George Ilgenfritz, Landowners in the George Ilgenfritz watershed will pay no assessments during the
five year period, since this account already had a $5.00 per acre balance. At the end of the five year
period, the three accounts will then be equalized at the $5.00 per acre collected balance. Assessments
collected after this five year period will be per Indiana Drainage Code as applicable to all Legal Drains.
Bruce Osborn ask for volunteers from lower end, upper and middle end of ditch to form a committee to
help the Surveyor.
Alan Kemper ask question on bridges.
maintain their own crossing.

Who is to maintain crossings on the ditch?

Mike said, Landowners

being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned.at 10:45 a.m.
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