SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND DRAINAGE ORDINANCE FOR TIPPECANOE COUNTY
(AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREQF) ‘
Be it ordained and enacted by the Board of Commissioners of ~
Tippecanoe County, State of Indiana: '
| ARTICLE I . -
DEFINITIONS: -

Unless the contents spec%fically indicates otherwise, the meaning

of terms used in the Ordinance shall be as follows:

Par. 101: "Health Officer” means the health officer of Tippecanoe
Cbunty. ' _ |

Par. 102: "Pwelling" means any-house or place used or intended to

be used by human occupants as a place of residence.

Far., 103: "Duplex"™ means a dwelling with two separate living quarters
for two separate families. _ '

Par. 104: "Person"” means any individual, partnership, co-partnership,
firm, company, corporation, asscociation, trust, estate or his legal
representative or agent. i

and devices necessary for proper conduction, colléction,rgtorage,
treatment and on-site disposal of sewage grom a one or two family
dwelling. TIncluded within but not limited to the scope of this
definition are building sewers, septic tanks, subsurface absorption-
~fields, and privy vaults. '

Par. 106: "Private sewage disposal system” means any sewage disposal
facility not owned by a municipality or sanitary district or controlled
hyfthe State Board of Health and shall include septic tanks, aeraticon
treatment tanks, finger systems, or other suBsurface absorption fields.
Par. 107: "Percolation tests™ means a procedure.used-to determine the
ability of soils to absorb sewage effluents.

Par., 108: "Septic tank"” means a watertight structure into which

sewage 1s discharged for settling and solids digestion.

Par. 109: "Distribution box" means a structure designed to distribute
the effluent from a septic tank equally into the various sections of
pipe of ‘an absorption system.

Par. 110: “"Sewage” means the water-carried wader derived from

ordinary living processes.
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Par. Il11: "Sanitary sewerage sysfem" means, for the purposes of this
ordinance, a system of sewers which conveys sewage away from the 1ot
on which it originates for treatment. . ' -

Par. 112: "Privy" means a structure, either permanent or.portable'
housing a toilet, using either a vault or earthen pit wor chemiéal
treatment for excreta disposal without water carriage. 7 V

Par. 113: "Subsurface absorptiom field" meanslopennjointed'or
perforated pipes laid im a syétem of trenches into which the effluent
from the distribution boxlis diSChafged for direct absorption into

the so0il.

Par. 114: "Soil profile observation" means observations of the
physical characteristics of the soil horizons or layers to a depth

of at least five feet. |

Par. 115 "Slight soil limitations™ means those soils defined by the
National Cooperative Soil Survey of Tippecanoe that are relatively
free of limitations or limitations that are easily overcome.

Par. 116: "Moderate soil limitations" means those soils defined By the
National Cooperative Soil Survey of Tippecanoe County whose limitations
need to be recogniéed but can be overcome with cateful design.

Par. 117: "Severe so0il limitations" means}those soils defined by the
National Cooperative Soil Survey of Tippecanoe County, that are
unsuitable for septic tank and subsurface absoxption field installation.
Par. 118: Reference to "bulletins” shall mean those bulletins issued
by the Indiana State Board of Health which were current on the date
6f‘gnactment of this Ordinance. For purposes of this Ordinance,
revised, up;dated versions of these bulletins will be considered as
revised or replaced. ‘
Par. 119: "Lot size" shall be determined‘by s0il suitability .adaptable
to the installation of a residential sewage disposal system. Aﬁj
building site must have included within it's minimum lot size, as
prescribed in Article III, Par. 303, 304, 305, at least 7,000 sguare
feet in soils of "slight limitation" and at least 10,000 square feet
in soils of "moderate limitation™ that have no more Cthan twelve per-
cent grade in one general part of lot, teo be available and reserved
for the installation of a septic tank, distribution box and sub-

surface absorption field.
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Par. 120: "Public water supply"” means any public, area or community
water supply provided by an approved municipally or privately owned
source, Not to include private individual wells. _ h
Par, 121: "Planned Development" means any land developmént whiqh-
required the specific zoning entitled "Planned Develoﬁmént.“-_
ARTICLE 1II

PRIVATE .SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

Par. 201: Where a sanitary sewerage system is not available, allA
persons owning or leasing property shall comply with the following
provisions of this Ordinance for a private sewage disposal system.
Par. 202: It shall be unlawful for any person to place,. deposit,

or permit to be deposited in an unsaniﬁary manner upon public or
private property within the County of Tippecanoe State of Indiana,
or in an area under the jurisdietion of said County, any sewage.
Par..203: At any business.buiiding situated within the County of
Tippecanoe, State of Indiana, where there is installed a private
sewage disposél system which is not connected to a sanitary sewerage
system and no sanitary sewerage systen is‘available, therg:. shall be
established, imstalled or constructed and maintained a private
sewage disposal system which éhall comply with the standards of the
Indiana State ‘Board of Health or in such other manner approvéd by
the Indiana State Board of Health. bopies of such Bulletin §. E. 13
are herewith incorporated by reference as part of this section and
two-copieS‘are.filed in the office of the County Auditor and County
Health Office for public inspection. _

Par. 204: No privies shall be permitted except on a temporary basis
and then only by special permit. All such privies shall comply wifh
Bulletin S.E. 11, a copy of which is attached hereto and made-af
part thereof, except in the case of chemical toilets, no pit will

be required. '

Par. 205: Should any defect exist or eccur in any private sewage
disposal system or privy fail to meet the requirements in Paragraph
202, Paragraph 203, Paragraph 204, and cause am unsanitary condition,
the defect shall be corrected by the cwner or agent of the owner,
occupant or agent of the occupant. Failure to do so shall be subject

to the penalties prescribednan Paragraph 801 of the Ordinance.
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Par. 206: Wherever a public Sanitary sewerage system becomes available
and is within 100 feet of the property line of a building or residence
or businéss that is served by a private séwage disposal system oT
privy, situated within the County of Tippecanoe, State of Indiané,
a direct comnection of the building sewer shall be made to said =
sewer and any septic tanks, seepage pits, outhouses, pPrivy pits;
and similar sewage disposal and treatment fadilities'shall bg Ll
_abandoned and filled in a safe and sanitary manner. A
The direct connection to sanitary sewerage system shall be made
within 180 days of issuance of orders of connection.
EXCEPTION: When the building served by an individual private sewage
disposal system is more than 200 feet from the property line, said
building shall be exempt from requi;ement of coﬁnection te sanitary-
sewer, so long as an adequate private individual sewage disposal
system is in use and can be maintained.
Par; 207: Whenever a new business building or subdivision is developed
in an area where a sanitary sewerage system 1s available, a connection
shall be made to said sewer according to ﬁlans submitted gfor approval
prior to éonétruction of.project;
Par. 208: After receiving an order in wtifing from the County Board
of Health or the duly appointed Health Officer, the owner, agent of
the owner, the occupant or agent of the occupant of the property
"shall comply with the proviéions of this Ordinance as set forth in
said order and within the time limit inciuded therein. Said order
shall be served-. on the owner and the occupant or on the agent of
thie owner but may be served on any person who, by contract with the
owner, has assumed the duty of complying with the provisions of -
any order.
ARTICLE TIII
REQUIREMENTS FOR PERMITS

Par. 301: Before the commencement of construction or repair of a
private sewage disposal system, the owner or his agent shall apply
in writing te the Tippecanoe County Health Gffice fof a permit to
construct or repalr a private sewage di5posal system, which appli-
cation shall set ocut the date of the intended construction, repair,

enlargement, exact location, any plans, specificatioans and other
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Par. 301 continued: information available, and expressly stating

that the owner has complied, and will at all times comply with the
standards set out in this Oridnance. An inspection fee of § 10.00

for each permit will be paid at the time of application. Such 7 '
building permits as would be applicable must also be bbtained.

Par. 302: The County Health Officer, or his agent, may inspect

the work at any stage 6f .construction. The owner or his agent shall
notify the County Health Officer when the work is ready for inspéét~
ion. If the County Health Officer or his agent find that the sewagé
disposal system has not been constructed in accordance with the
standards established by this Ordinance, he shall order such corrections
as are necessary to bring the system into complance and thaf occupancy
approval shall be withheld until the system is brought into compliance.
Par. 303: The Health Officer shall issue permits for the install-
ation of residential sewage disposal systems in those areas desig-
nated "slight soil imitations" if the septic tank size is.at least
1000 gallons with a subsurface absorption field of 700 square feset

for any dwelling up to and including three bedrooms. Each additional
bedroom over three will require an additional ISOusquare~feet of
subsurface absorption field. All parts’of the sewage disposal system
must be kept at least 50 feet from any water well. Wherever possible,
the water well should be placed on Higher ground than that of the
sewége disposal system. The minimum lot size is 20,000 square

feet with 100 feet frontage (in the case of a cul-de-sac lot, the lot
must average approximateiy 100 feet in width). The other provisions
of Par. 119 will also apply here. For lot size requirements for -
duplex (two-family dwelling) see Article VI, |

Par. 304: Because of the hazard regarding potential contamination of

wells through the more permeable "slight rated soils,"”

development
shall be limited to 20 contigious lots per approval unless a public
water supply is provided. If any difficulty or health hazard occurs,
then a public water supply or public sanitary sewerage system shall
be provided by.the development corporatioh. ;,No further development

will be permitted if a health hazard exists.

I

T
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Par. 305: The Health 0fficer shéll issue permits for the installation
of residential sewage disposal systems in those areas designated’
"moderate soil limitations" if the septic‘tank gsize is at least f
1000 gallomns with a minimum sub-surface absorption field of at least
900 square feet for any dwelling of up to and including threé_ﬁedd
rooms. FEach additicnal bedroom over three will require an additional
300 square fee of sub-surface absorption field. All parts of the
seﬁage disposal system must be kept at least 50 feét ffom any water
well. Wherever possible, the water well should be placed on higher
ground than that of the sewage disposal system. The minimum lot _
gsize is 25,000 square feet with 125 feet frontage. (In the case of
a cul-de-sac 1lot, tﬁe lot must average approximately 125 feet in
width). The other provisions of Par. 11% will also apply here.

For lot size requiremenf for duplex‘(two—family dwelling) see
Article VI.

Par. 306: After the specified date upon which this Ordinance takes
effect, the Health Officer shall not issue permits for the install-
ation of residential sewage disposal systems in those areas desig-
nated as having "severe soil limitations." |

Par. 307: The soil type shall be determingd by the Nationmal _ . .=
Cooperative So0il Survey of Tippecanoce County as prepared by the
United States Department of Agriculfure Soil Conservation Service

in cooperation with Purdue University. 7

Par, 308: If in the judgement of the Health Officer, the owner or
his agent, fﬁrther investigation is warranted, an on-site Soils
Investigation and Evaluation may be requested, in writing; from the
Tippecanoe County Soil and Water Conservation District. The owner
or his agent may also submit additional information to the Health
Officer. This additional information will include the results of

at least two s0il profile observations to a depth of at least five
(5) feet in the areas of the proposed sub-surface absorption field.
Par. 309: All sub-surface absorption systems located on sloped
ground (up to 127%) shall be constructed according te the require-
ments set out in Part VI of Indiana State Board of Health Bulletin

S.E. 8, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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| Par 310: No private sewage disposal system shall.serve more than
one (1) single structure. ’
Par. 31i: All components of a private and/or residential sewage =
disposal system shall be maintained in good workipg order at all
times. _ L -
Par. 312: No part of a residential sewage disposal system shall be
located closer than twenty-five (25) feet to a éurface—water drain
tile, running stream or surface water drainageway. The rules e
and regulations of the Drainage Board will apply for ahy legal
ditch or drain. ALl parts of the system must be kept ﬁt least
50 feet from any water well. : h |
~Par. 313: The Tippecanoe County Board of Health shall hear appeals
of any order, requirement, decision ox determination made under
Article II, Par. 206 and 207, Article I1I, Par. 304 of this
Ordinance.
A majority of the members of the Tippecance County Board of Health
will hear appeals of requirements, decisions or determinations made
under Article II, Par. 206, 207, Article III, Par. 304. ..
l. Appeaislmust be written and fully describe circumstance
of appeal. ' C oy
2. The appeal ﬁust be received no later than 60 days after
‘the requirement, decision 6r determination is made by
the Health Officer or his dﬁly éuthorized representative;
3. The Board of Health will conduct a hearing on the matter
within 30 days after appeal is received. |
The Tippecanoe County Board of Health may, upon a finding that it
will not constitute a health hazard, reduce the square footage
requirements for both lot and sub-surface absorption field size-
for a subdivision lot that was plétted before the adoption of Ehis
Ordinance. '
Par. 314: All plastic sewer pipe used in sub~surface absorption
fields shall meet the following standards:
‘1. Only pilastics with a minimum crush 1000 1bs./foot will be
acceptable in any new installation of a private and/or residential

sewage disposal system in this county.
o
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Par. 314 continued: . ‘
2. Only plastics of a "rigid"” type (usuélly 10 feet lengths) with
proper joints and connections, will be accepted in the system, .
3. Only plastics with 3 rows of perforated holes (3 rows of holes,
% inch or more in diameter, equally spaced) will be agccepted for
usage in the absorption trenches. _
4. Brittle (easily crushed) plastics, made in whole or inmn paft from
reclaimed wmaterial will hot be accepted. -
Par. 315: A permit for the installation of a private and/or
residential sewage disposal system, whether issued prior to or
after the adoption of this Ordinance, shall lapse and be void if
work has not been started within 180 days and completed within
one year after its issuance.

ARTICLE IV _

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION

Par. 401: Permits for the installation of septic tank and sub-
surface absorption field sewage disposal systems for commerical
or industrial comstruction shall not be issued by the Health
"Officer in those axrecas with soils classified as having severe
properties because of slow permeability and poor drainage
-characteristics. ' ’
Par. 402: Building sites that will be for commerical c&nstructiOn
and need private sewage disposal and water suppy must contain a
minimum of five (5) acres or more on soils that have a degree of
limitation of "slight" or "moderate." Size of sewage disposal system
will be based on information im Indiana State Board of Health Bulletin
5. BE. 13.

ARTICLE V

SUBDEVISIONS

Par. 501: Proposals submitted to the Health Officer for approval

for new subdivisions where residential sewage disposal systems will
be used, shall not be acceptable in those areas where soil conditions
are classified as "severe."

Par. 502: Proposed subdivisions where residential sewage disposal
systems will be used must be in areas where soils are classified as
having "sligﬂt" or "moderate" limitatiens. 1In the area of "slight
limitations" 1ot size must be a minimum of 20,000 square feet with

100 feet frontage. 1In the area of "moderate limitations" lot size

must be 25,000 square feet with 125 feet frontage.



Page 9

Par, 503: Subdivisions shall not exceed twenty (20) lots unless
publice water supply is provided. See provisions cof Par. 304.
ARTICLE VI

DUPLEX_DWELLINGS

Par. 601: Proposed duplex dwellings that will use residential
sewage disposal systems must be located inm soils with "slight"
or "moderate® 11m1tat10ns. Each duplex must be located on at least
ore and one-half (1%) acres with 200 feet frontage. C
Par. 602: Each dﬁplex dwelling with two bedrooms per unit (total
of four bedrooms per structure) will require a i500 gallon septic
tank and 800 sduare feet of sub-surface absorption field in soils
with "slight" limitation, and 1200 square feet of sub-surface :.:
absorption field in soils with "moderate'” limitations. Each
bedroom over four per.structure will require an additional 300
square feet of sub-surface absorption field.
Par. 603: No duplex requiring prlvate individual sewage dlsposal
systems shall be constructed on "severe" rated soil.
Par. 604: No multlple—famlly units will be on private andjor
residential sewage disposal systems.
Par. 605: In consideration of Planned Dévélopments, on private [ .
individual sewage disposal systems, prior to the time of rezoning,
the Health Department must review preliminary drawings and/or plans
and the provisions-of this Ordinance will apply. In the case of
Planned Developments, variances within the requirements of this
Ordinance (example - lot frontage) will be considered so long as
adequate sewage disposal and satisfactory water supply is not. Je0~
pardized. Planned Developments must comply with minimum areas
listed in Par. 11§. T
Par, 606: No Planned Developments requiring private individual
sewage disposal systems can be placed on severely rated soils.

| ' ARTICLE VII

POWER OF INSPECTION

Par. 701: The County Health Officer or his agent bearing proper
credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter upon
all propertiés at the proper time for the purposes of inspection,
observation, measurement, sampling and testing necessary to carry

out the provisions of this Ordinance.
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ARTICLE VIII
ENFORCEMENT

Par. 801: Any person found to be violating any provision of =
this Ordinance Shali be served by the County Board of Health
or the duly appointed Health Officer, with a written order
stating the hatufe of the violation and providing a reasonable
time limit, but not exceeding 90 days for violations of Article II,
Par. 205; and no less than 30 days and no more than 180 days for
violations of Article II, Par. 206. The written order shall be
duly served either by certified mail or persdnai service by-the
Health Officer of Tippecanoe County.
Par. 802: Auny person who shall continue any violation of this Zodo
Ordinance beyond the time limit provided for in Section 801 of this
Ordinance shall be guilty 0of a misdemeanor.  On Conviction the
violator shall be punished for the first offense by a fine of not
more than five hundred ($500) dollars: for the second foensé
by a fine of not more than omne thousand ($1000) dollars to which
may be added imprisonment for a determinate period not exceeding
ninety days and each day after the expiration of the time limit
for abating unsanitary conditions and completing improvements to
abate such conditions as ordered by the County Board of Health,
or by the duly appointed Health Officer of the County, shall “
constitute a distinct and separate offense.
Par. 803: Any person violating any of therprovisiOns of this
Ordinance shall become liable to Tippecance County for any
expense, loss or damage occasioned by the County by reason of
such violation. _ _

ARTICLE IX B

REGISTRATION OF ENGINEERS, LAND SURVEYORS

Par. 901: The Tippeéanoe County Health Officer shall maintain a
list of Registered Engineers and Land Surveyors who are qualified
by eﬁpérience and/or educational background to provide soil testing
analysis for the purpose of determining the soil limitations. Any
Registered Engineer or Land Surveyor may be placed upon this list
maintained in the office of the Board of Health of Tippecénoa
County by filing with the Board his name, address, telephone number

and a listing of his educational and/or experience qualifications.
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ARTICLE X
VALIDITY
Par. 1001: The Ordinance entitled "An Ordinance Regulating the -

Iinstallation, COnstruction,.Maintenance and Operation of Private
Sewage Disposal Systems in Closely Built-Up Areas andkProvidihg
Penalities for Violations Thereon'" enacted by the Board of 7
Commissioners on the seventh day of February 1955, is hereby repealed.
ARTICLE XI
CONSTITUTIONALITY

Par. 1161: Shouid any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or
phrase of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid
for any reason, the remainder of said Ordinance shall not be
affected thereby. -
ARTICLE XII
ORDINANCE TN FORCE

Par. 1201: This Ordinance shall apply to all of Tippecanoce County,

Indiana except within the corporate limits of those cities and towns

within Tlppecanoe County.

Par. 1202: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from

and after May 1, 1979. P
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This Ordinance passed this 4;;7 day of‘ég;;’éﬁzﬂ y /f/i%?
Board of Commissioners

Tippe noe County

f%%%ﬁ/

ATTEST:

Auditor,

Tf%pecanoe County

3-22-79 -



AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 79-10
- e

BE IT ORDATNED AND ENACTED by the Board of Commissioners of the

 County of Tippecanoe in the State of Indiana that Ordinance 79-10

entitled Sewage Disposal and Drainage Ordinance for Tippecance County
enacted by the Board of Commissioners on the 2nd day of April, 1979,

| is hereby amended by deleting thevefrom paragraph 313 and inserting

instead the following paragraph:

"Par. 313: The Tippecanoe County Board of Health shall hear
appeals of any order, requirement, decision or determination
made under Article II, Par. 206 and 207, Article IIT, Par 304,
and Article IV, Par. 402 of this Ordinance.

A majority of the members of the Tippecance County Board of

Health will hear appeals of requirements, decisions or

determinations made under Article II, Par. 206, 207, Article
- ITY, Par. 304, and Article IV, Par. 402 of this Ordinance.

1. Appeals must be written and fully describe circumstance
of appeal. :

2. The avpeal must be received no later than 60 days after
the requirement, decision or determination is made by the
Health Officer or his duly authorized representative.

3. The Board of Health will conduct a hearing on the matter
within 30 days after appeal is received.

The Tippecanoce County Board of Health may, upon a finding that
it will not constitute a health hazard, reduce the square footage
requirements for both lot and sub-surface absorption field size
for a subdivision lot that was platted before the adoption of
this Ordinance.”

Except as so amended by this Ordinance, said Ordinance 79-10 is
hereby reaffirmed and readopted in all respects.

Enacted at Lafayette, Indiana, thisléth day of April, 1980.

BOARD OF COMMISSTONERS OF THE
COUNTY._OF TIPPECANCE '

’&"fﬁjy““mﬁ;}é{ﬁ/?\

Bruce V. Oshorn

| A%44% /.

Michael E. Smith, Auditor

Wllfiam G; Vanderﬁeen



